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Pastorôs Message 
 

Christmas is upon us again.   The usual events take place, Christmas 
shopping, decorating the home, entertaining or being entertained, 
School concerts and nativity plays, rushing around trying to get it right 
for the family on Christmas day.   Christmas dinner, tea etc and 
endless food, trying to calm the children and suppress our stress 
levels.  Wait a second....Where does Jesus fit into all this activity?   
How often do we ignore the real heart of Christmas and who itôs all 
about?   We may become so busy and frantic that throughout 
Christmastime we ignore the fact that 2000 years ago God came to 
our world.   He came because He loves us and is committed to us.   
Emmanuel ï God with us.   Yes He came to us ï for us to save us. 
 
In those days the Innkeeper was too busy, too preoccupied with his 
business and the guests that He missed the First Christmas.   The 
Jewish leaders missed it because they were too busy with 
themselves and couldnôt be bothered to walk 5 miles to check out 
what happened in Bethlehem.   Herod missed out because He was 
too concerned with self preservation and threatened by a ñNew Kingò. 
 
Today many have no room for God in their lives.  They forever try to 
fill the gap by activity and pleasure but canôt find the real peace 
everyone longs for in their lives so they miss out on the real 
Christmas message. 
 
May be this Christmas we can all give ourselves a little present ï 
Time ï a few moments to be still and know that He is God.   Time to 
reflect on our values and priorities and time to consider and stand in 
awe of Godôs Greatness and Love.  ñGod so loved the world He 
gave us His Only begotten Sonò   He humbled Himself and set 
aside the privileges of deity and became like us, a small babe born in 
a small town to do His fatherôs will.   What an indescribable incredible 
gift. 

 
Surely such love, such wonder, such humility can cause 
us this Christmas to give time to Him.  Donôt take Christ 
out of CHRISTMAS.  Come to the Services and thank 

God for Christmas. 
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Reality of crunch bites  
 

Almost 75% of adults are rethinking their core values because 
of the credit crunch, a survey has found. 
 
In April 2,500 adults were interviewed by Christian Research 
and three-quarters said they were searching for something 
because of worries about personal finances, promoted by the 
economic climate. 
 
Benita Hewitt, director of Christian Research, says óThis is a 
sign that when things are crumbling down, people are looking 
for love and to be loved.   Jesus said to love one another and 
thatôs what people are doingô. The research found that while 
14 per cent of respondents had tried prayer, only three per 
cent of unchurched participants had considered going Church.   
 
óThis presents a real challenge for the Churchô, adds Ms 
Hewitt. 

 
As we take a quiet moment out may we draw near and open our eyes 
to all that happened that First Christmas, and may it cause us like the 
Shepherds, Angels and Kings to bow down and worship Him. 
 
May the Lord Jesus bless you this Christmas. 
 
Pastor  
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Reflection  

 

Lord, did you weep for Mary? 
As she stood, inconsolable, beside you; 

Her body wracked with grief and 
Knowing only you did not arrive in time to save Him. 

Were you weeping with those who weep? 
 

Or, was it your friend Lazarus you wept for? 
Dead and at your Fatherôs side, 

Soon to return to this heartbreaking place. 
 

And now, no longer on this earth, 
Lord, do you still weep? 

Do you weep over injustice and sin? 
Over our poverty both of wallet and of spirit? 

Over the hatred which tears us and others apart? 
Over the disobedience to your voice? 

Over unnecessary brutality and selfishness? 
 

Yes, Lord, I think you do. 
 

But just as you raised Lazarus from the dead, 
Raise us up, we pray. 

That others may see your glory, 
Trampling over the grave clothes of their past lives 

And believe in you. 
 

Jan Webb ï Editor  
BMS Magazine ï Engage  

 

 
The total amount collected for the Baptist Missionary Society 
amount to £340.00. Many thanks to all who gave so 
generously to help support this mission.    
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How strong is your faith?  
 
 

Putting the world to rights in the gospel terms is a matter of 
turning everything on its head.  To live you must die; to get you 
must give, and itôs the same with faith, too. 
 
On one occasion when Jesus was explaining just how 
bottomless Christian forgiveness is his disciples began to get 
weak at the knee.  óLord,ô they begged, óincrease our faith.ô 
 
óOh, faith the size of a mustard seed will do just fine,ô responded 
the Lord. 
 

Faith is as strong as the one we put our faith in.  No more, no 
less. 
 

When I get on the bus I donôt sweat up the hills anymore ï 
someone else is doing all the work.  My job is simply a matter of 
trust.  With faith, itôs not so much a matter of how much you 
trust; it has more to do with who. 
 

The early disciples were rightly accused of turning the world 
upside down.  I hope we are guilty of the same charge. 
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Tell The Real Story Of Christmas  

 
 

Bible Society is launching its 2009 Christmas stickers and 
Vicky Morse, post room mistress and her team are bracing 
themselves for the challenge. 
 
óTwice as many people ordered Bible Society Christmas 
stickers in 2008.  It was a big thrill sending 15,000 sets to 
supporters last autumnô, she explained. óAnd weôre ready for 
this yearôs rushô. 
 
The stickers tell the real story of Christmas on parcels & 
envelopes.  For those wanting more of the story they give a 
link to the website at www.ChristmasUnwrapped.org.uk  
 
Here the full story of Christmas is spelled out using the 
individual illustrations. 
 
Danish artist illustrator Esben Hanefelt Kristensen created the 
design.  He has also worked with the Danish Bible Society and 
is currently working on illustrations for a childrenôs storybook. 
 
If youôd like some sets of the 2009 Christmas stickers call The Bible 
Society  on 01793 418222 or  contactus@biblesociety.org.uk 
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THE CHRISTMAS STAR 
 

The star shone brightly in the sky 
Proud of itôs very strong light 

It twinkled and danced in the heavens 
Lighting up many a dark night 

 
But one night an Angel stood before it 
Making the starôs light look rather dim 

And then a heavenly chorus 
Full of praise began to sing 

 
The star watched as the Angel 

Floodlit a field below 
And then talked to some shepherds 

Telling them they had to go 
 

Into Bethlehem where they would find 
A babe who was born to be King 

But not just King of Israel 
This baby was Lord of everything 

 

The shepherds trembled in fear 
But to Bethlehem they went 

They found the babe in a manger 
But didnôt really understand what it meant 

 

But they knew this baby was special 
Fell to their knees before the baby boy 

For they knew He was the Saviour 
And their hearts were filled with joy 

 
The star watched all this in wonderment 

Knew the world would never be the same 
For it knew it was from Heaven 

That this special baby came 
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Then a voice appeared before it 
And gave it a clear command 
Star, shine your light to guide 

3 Kings coming from a foreign land 
 

So the star set off in haste 
Shining itôs light through the sky 

Till it found 3 Kings from afar 
The Wise Men, The Kings, The Magi 

 
It guided them to the babe 

Itôs light so powerful, never dim 
Saw them give of frankincense, myrrh and gold 

Watched as they worshipped and bowed before Him 
 

Cos this baby wasnôt ordinary 
He was Godôs love come down from earth 
And the Christmas Star was so honoured 

To be witness to His heavenly birth 
 

This baby was so special 
He bore the name Jesus 

Because he came down from heaven 
To be just like one of us 

 
But this baby was all love 

He took the sin of you and I 
He died for us at Calvary 

As the star watched in the sky 
 

So tonight take a look in the sky 
Youôll see a star with a special glow 
Still marvelling at what happened 

At that first Christmas so long ago. 

 
Eira Morgan  



8 

 

 

 
Fellowship Night  

 
 

We recently had a Fellowship Night with Rev Chris Palmer from OMS 
International.  He informed us if their missionary activities across the 
world.  Here is a testimony of one person who found the Lord Jesus 
Christ as her own saviour.  It was sent to us from OMC. 
 

I was born on a small mining Island in Japan into a Buddhist home.  I 
didnôt understand the meaning of all the Buddhist practices but 
thought they were all part of life.  I had met Christians in school, but I 
was suspicious of religion and made up my mind not to get involved 
in any other religion.  However, I did ponder the meaning of my life 
and felt anxious and empty.  I felt I was a nobody.  I longed for an 
answer but didnôt believe faith would be my answer. 
 

In June 2006, my husband was transferred to Lexington, Kentucky.  
Our next-door neighbours became our friends.  They said, ñFeel free 
to contact us when you need usò.  We were encouraged by their care 
and concern, especially because we had never lived abroad before. 
 

One day they gave us an English-Japanese Bible.  It was the first 
time I read the Bible, but it seemed like fables so I put it away.  When 
they would see us they asked whether we had any questions, I 
reluctantly started to read it.  Little by little I began to appreciate the 
words of the Bible. 
 

Later I learned about the Lexington Japanese Church.  As I listened 
to messages in Japanese, I learned more and eventually I wanted o 
believe.  I couldnôt understand how to connect ñrealò issues and faith.  
Moreover, I could not believe God could save a wretch like me.  I 
wanted to say, ñI believe in Jesus Christò, but I could not do so.  
However, God did not give up on me and continued to speak to me. 
 

On April 13
th
 2008 I attended a small group, they were talking about 

Jesusô suffering and death on the cross.  I had come to believe that it 
happened 2,000 years ago, but I did not understand how it might 
relate to me.  Someone in the group asked what each of us would 
have done if we had been there, I immediately thought o myself, óI 
would be like themô. 
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The prayer of Jesus then dawned on me:  ñFather, forgive them, they 
do not know what they are doingò.  Suddenly I found myself among 
them.  I felt terribly sorry and tears ran down my cheeks.  I realised 
my sin and how I had turned my back on God.  I sensed God telling 
me how much He loves me even when I am lost.  I invited Him into 
my life. 
 

Before I encountered Jesus, I neglected God.  I thought to have faith 
is to be blind, but now I know I was blind.  Now my prayer is to be like 
Jesus with the help of the Holy Spirit.  I desire to live in Godôs love 
and to share His love with other people.  I am grateful to become part 
of the church of God and to share Godôs love with others. 
 

Etsuko Oura  
Lexington, Kentucky  

 
 

Wednesday 13th January 2010 
 

at 7.00 pm 

 

ñ A Winter Warmer Eveningò  
 
 

Venue:    Bethel Baptist Church,  

Church Street, Bedwas 
 

Tickets:  £3.00 

(soup and bread served) 
 

Tickets can be purchased from either  

the Rock or Bethel Bedwas 
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Births  
 

Congratulations to Mike and Linda Edwards who recently 
became grandparents.  Analicia was born in September 
and is also a sister to Elizabeth (Bella) Williams.      May 
the Lord bless you all as a family. 
 
Congratulations to Gaynor Thomas who also recently 
became a grandmother.   Gaynorôs grandson, Connor, 
was born on 16

th
 October 2009.      

 
Our Congratulations also go to Freda Hampson on the 
birth of her great, great, grandson James Kenneth 
Hampson. 
 
Every blessing to you all.  

 
 
 

 
40

th
 Birthday  

 
The fellowship send best wishes to 
Anthony Tyler who will be celebrating his 
40

th
 Birthday on 20

th
 December 2009.   

Every blessing to you in the years  
ahead. 
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THE VISION 

 
 

To be a strong, loving, united, mature, prayerful, worshipping 
Church, grounded in Godôs word where the fruit and gifts of 
the Holy Spirit are in evidence and to be a healing community.   
To reach out to the locality and the world with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

WHATôS ON 
 
The following is a list of services/activities available in Bethel 
Baptist Church, Bedwas, each week. 
 
Sunday Services  11.00 am Family Service 
      6.00 pm Celebration Service 
 
Tuesday    7.00 pm Prayer Meeting. 
 
Wednesday    2.30 pm Ladiesô Fellowship. 
 
Friday    4.30 pm Whizzkidz ï 3-7 years 
(during School Terms)  
      6.00 pm      Rock Solid ï 7-11 years 
 
      8.00 pm      The Zone ï 11 years + 
   
Other meetings as announced. 
 
If you would like more information about any of the above, you 
can contact either the Pastor or Administrator on 029 2086 2074 
Tuesday to Friday between 9.00 ï 12.00 hours. 
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Barbecue at the Rock  
 

Even though Britain did not experience the predicted Barbecue 
Summer, that did not matter to the members of and visitors to Bethel 
Bedwas who had a wonderful autumn barbecue on Wednesday 26

th
 

August. 
 
The weather outside was inclement but the atmosphere in the 
upstairs rooms of The Rock Coffee Shop was warm, welcoming and 
friendly for the 60 guests who had braved that cold night. 
 
A quiz was our first task and many groans were heard when the 
answers were read out (ñOh, of course it was.....ò)   The next section 
also stumped most of us, but one tenacious guest out did us all and 
won a pendant.   (Does this mean that all of the commemorative 
mugs and plates have gone, at last?) 
 
After the quizzes, came Pastor Mikeôs spot with his energetic delivery 
of the usual groan-inducing puns and then the songs and choruses.   
The food was then delivered by a team of willing workers.   Hot dogs, 
and beef burgers always taste better in company and especially when 
someone else has prepared them.   These were no exception ï 
naughty but so nice! 
 
The message was short(ish) but emphasised our need for fellowship 
within the Church and outreach to every other denomination.   These 
were both obvious on this night as a variety of churches and chapels 
were represented. 
Once again, a huge debt of gratitude is owed to the ladies who 
prepared everything for the rest of us to have a relaxing and friendly 
evening.   We all went home full, tired, happy and with some jokes to 
pass on to our families and friends 
 
Pat Bowcott  
 
P.S.   Alma and Pat would like to extend their gratitude 
to Angela Marshall and Shirley Bloor for washing all of 
the greasy trays, which allowed us both to sit down 
and enjoy the whole evening.    
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Praise is more spontaneous when things go right; but it is 
more precious when things go wrong.  
 
It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name, 
O Most High, to proclaim you in the morning and your 
faithfulness at night. 

 
Psalm 92:1 -2 

Fairtrade Christmas puddings  
 

Ingredients : 
 

2oz / 50g plain flower 
4oz / 110g each breadcrumbs, 
Suet 
Fairtrade brown sugar 
1 tbsp treacle; 
½ tsp each nutmeg, cinammon, mixed spice 
2 eggs 
Grated rind one Fairtrade orange, and one Fairtrade lemon 
One small apple and carrot grated 
¼ pt / 150 ml brown ale 
8oz / 225g each Fairtrade raisins and Fairtrade sultanas 
4oz / 110g currants 
2oz / 50g each glace cherries, candied peel, 
2oz Fairtrade chopped nuts 
 
Method : 
1. Grease pudding basins. 
2. Mix all the dry ingredients together, then add 

the beaten eggs, lemon and orange rinds, 
fruit, ale and treacle. 

3. Place into the basins, cover and steam for a 
minimum of six hours. 
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Harvest 2009  
 
 

Our Harvest services have passed.  We celebrated Godôs 
goodness and provision.  When we sat down for our Harvest 
meal we were reminded of the need of fresh clean water in the 
villages of Uganda.  At that time we raised £600 for the Tear 
fund project in Uganda.  A big thank you to everyone.   
 
There is another Harvest weôve been reminded about and that is 
the precious people God loves who are not yet in the Kingdom.  
We must pray for the ñLiving Waterò to flow, (The Holy Spirit) 
and make ourselves available to Gods Purposes. 
 
This Christmastime is a great opportunity to be a worker in this 
Harvest.  Get involved in the various activities and invite people 
to come.  You can be a Harvester this Christmas. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Solution to 
Crossword  

on 
Page 19 
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Harvest Supper  
 

As the Harvest Supper this year was held in order to raise 
donations for the Tearfundôs water project in Uganda the decor 
and table decorations reflected this theme.   White fluffy clouds 
and azure skies, made of gauze, greeted the guests producing 
calming effect on everyone.  The glasses containing sapphire 
blue water placed in the centre of each table reminded us how 
clean and pure our water is for washing, cooking and cleaning.  
The people in the areas that will be helped by our contributions 
are forced to use such polluted water that is often the cause of 
fatalities. 
 

The ñplacematsò were interesting sheets showing various 
statistics about Uganda.   Most of us were guessing the 
answers but the correct ones raised amazement and 
awareness at just how critical the water situation is there. 
 

Pastor Mike was in fine fettle with his stores, jokes and 
community singing.   Thankfully there were no ñSpiritual 
Aerobicsò this year.   Then he and the team of waiters and 
waitresses went into action to serve our harvest supper of ham 
salad and buttered new potatoes followed by delicious trifles.   
Exceptionally generous portions were handed out and some 
guests (no names mentioned!!) tried every one of them.    
 

After the collection had been taken to which everyone 
contributed very generously, we all moved into the Church for 
the Harvest Service.   This was another joyful occasion with 
hymns and choruses both old and new and a stirring solo from 
Tricia.   The Bethel Amateur (very!!) Dramatic Society 
performed ñSchoolôs Outò which emphasised the dangers of 
polluted water especially to the children in Ugandan villages. 

 

The last item was a very moving film showing the people who 
are beset by these problems such as the diseases, the physical 
disabilities because of the transporting of the water and how 
relatively cheaply clean water can be brought to the villages.    
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Once again, an enormous ñThank Youò must be extended to 
the people who bought, prepared, cooked and served our food, 
prepared the room and tables and cleared up afterwards.   This 
year, one of the ladies decided not to practise how far she could 
hurl a strawberry and cream gateau!! 
 

A wonderful evening of fellowship and fun resulted in £600 
being raised for Tearfundôs project in Uganda.    Many thanks to 
everyone who gave so generously. 
 

Weôre all looking forward to next yearôs Harvest Supper. 
 

Pat Bowcott  
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The Rock Bookshop Sponsored Walk  
However, they soon 
begin to wonder if 

someone is telling them 
something...  

 

Roald Dahl Plass ï The 
pair look fit & confident 
standing at the start of 

the Taff Trail.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

1 2 

Mike has still got enough 
breath to point out the 

local landmarks.  

 

The Youth Group support 

them on the final stretch . 

 
 

3 4 

Looking in need of the 
first aid kit and foot wash 
they triumphantly arrive 

at  
The Rock...  

 

...and 6.5 hours and 11 
miles after starting out in 

Cardiff Bay ... Mike 
makes it to a table in the 

Coffee Shop!  

 

5 6 

Just over £2000 was raised from the Sponsored Walk and was used to purchase 
the carpet, curtains, fixtures and fittings for The Bookshop. 
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Answers to  Crossword on Page 14  

 
óSin is the most expensive thing in the universeé If it is 
forgiven sin, it cost God his only Soné If it is unforgiven 
sin, it cost the sinner his soul and an eternity in hellô. 
 



20 

 

 

Alberto and Muriel Diaz ï  
Iglisia Cristiana Missionera, Lima, Peru  

 

We are so pleased to share with you a little of our work and 
service to the Lord in Peru. 
 

Alberto has worked in Christian Service since his conversion 
as a young man.   I went to Peru in 1963 and we were married 
in 1969.   My ministry was in the Churches, nursing and 
teaching and of course the home.   For over twenty years our 
ministry was at the foothills of the Andes, inland from Lima 
and in the earlier years, in the altitude higher up in the valley.   
One of the Pastors, David, whom we have known for many 
years, gave up his job as an electrical engineer, to work in the 
high altitude forming new churches, and the converted 
believers have also opened an orphanage there.   He has also 
founded 3 Churches which we support.   We worked with the 
Baptist Church there and are still in close contact with the 
groups in that area.   We are thankful that we are able to 
support them financially. 
 

The second part of our ministry was in the North East Jungle 
of Peru, Tarapoto.   Alberto was a Pastor there in the Central 
Evangelical Church and I taught in the Evangelical Seminary.  
One of my students, who is now a Pastor, works in this area 
with others.  We recognise their faithful work and limited 
economical situation so we endeavour to help them as they 
labour faithfully for the Lord.  They do not receive any other 
financial help so we have been able to get consignments of 
Bibles and New Testaments for distribution in this area.   For 
this reason we would like to thank you for your interest in 
buying the Peruvian Jewellery during the past year.    
 

A big ñThank Youò to you all and to my brother-in-laws and 
niece Joan who has been kind enough to sell it for the work of 
Peruvian Promotions.   May God bless you as you work for 
Him. 

 

Yours in His Service 
 

Muriel and Alberto Diaz  
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Muriel and Alberto are now retired and living in Cardigan.  
Although 78 and 80 years of age, they are still active in the 
Lordôs work, often getting up at 6.00am to travel to various parts 
of Cardigan to sell the jewellery and Peruvian goods at different 
functions.  I would like to take this opportunity of thanking you all 
for your generosity in this venture.   Throughout the year I was 
able to send various cheques amounting to £500, which was 
used to provide Bibles in Spanish. 
 
God Bless 
 
Joan Graves  
 

 

Bethel Baptist Church  
Christmas Services          

 
 

Sunday 13.12.09 11.00 am Christmas Nativity with the 
    children from Whizzkidz 
  
Sunday  13.12.09   6.00 pm Suffering Christians around 
    the world at Christmas 
 
Sunday 20.12.09 11.00 am Family Christmas  
    Celebration Service 
Sunday 20.12.09   6.00 pm Candlelight Service 
 
Christmas Morning 10.00 am Christmas Celebration 
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News from The Bible Society  
 

ñFrom Wales to The Worldò 
 

Job creation, boosting tourism and repositioning Scripture at the core 
of Welsh culture ï are all part of Bible Society plans to transform a 
redundant church. 
 
Major plans to transform a place of worship into an internationally 
recognised Faith Heritage Centre for Wales have been unveiled by 
Bible Society. 
 
St Buenoôs in Llanycil, North Wales has been earmarked for 
restoration and redevelopment to commemorate the role of the Bible 
in Welsh History ï while helping visitors discover the relevance of 
Scriptureôs life-changing message today. 
 
For Bible Society itôs a unique opportunity to come home to its roots.  
It was in nearby Bala that Mary Jones received the Bible after her 
historic 26-mile walk, and it was here in 1804 the idea for the 
worldwide Bible Society movement was first mooted by church leader 
Thomas Charles. 
 
The vision for the centre is far reaching.  But at its core is a 
commitment to keep Walesô cultural and spiritual heritage alive for 
this, and future generations.  It involves creating jobs, building tourism 
in North Wales, and completely re-modelling the building with a focus 
on education and the power of the Bible to transform lives. 
 
The redundant church has already been bought by Bible Society, and 
now an appeal has been launched for the project development. 
 
Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas, the Presiding Officer of the National 
Assembly of Wales, recognised the contribution of the Bible to Wales 
and the value of Bible Societyôs vision for the 
locality.  By building a capital sum, Bible Society 
will be able to access generous match funded 
grants available through Government and 
international bodies.  

The     
Bible Society    
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The next  
 

Menôs Breakfast 
 

 
will be held on  

 
Saturday 23rd January 2010  

9.00 am ð11. -00 am  
 

Breakfast served at 9.15 am  
 

 
Venue:   

Bethel Baptist Church  
Church Street, Bedwas  

 

 
A warm welcome to all  

 
 

Please advise Pastor if you intend coming so we 
can make arrangements for catering 
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òTell My Brothers I Died Wellò 

 
ñTell my brothers that I died well and am living with Christ.  And 
if we all die, we know that we die for the Lordò.  These words 
were spoken by George Orjih, a pastor from Maiduguri, Nigeria, 
as he was about to be beheaded by an Islamist group on 27

th
 

July 2009 for refusing to convert to Islam.  An eyewitness says 
that Orjih was singing and praying all through the ordeal and 
encouraging the believers not to give up, even unto death. 
 

To die well speaks not just of courage but also of commitment 
and certain knowledge of what awaits us.  It also speaks of 
testimony ï testifying by that ultimate act, sending the message 
that I died well, faithful to my Lord. 
 

For the Christian, entrance into glory is a wonderful thing.  We 
know that we will rest in our Lordôs beloved arms.  In the book 
of Revelation the martyrs, together with all the angelic host, 
sing praises to God.  For some, martyrdom speaks of suffering, 
anguish and pain.   Yet for the early Church and for saints 
throughout history, martyrdom speaks primarily of glory. 
 

The Christmas season will soon be on us, with all the 
excitement and bustle of preparations, and joy of celebrating 
our Savourôs wondrous birth.  Depicting Jesus in the manger, 
one painter showed a cross-shaped shadow falling across the 
newborn baby.  Thus he brought together, in one work of art, 
two significant facts ï the incarnation and the crucifixion, the joy 
of birth and the anguish of death. 
 

These two facts are also brought together in the Church 
calendar for many Christians around the world.  On 25

th
 

December we remember the incarnation, the appearing of the 
Lord Jesus in His world.  On 26

th
 December, we remember the 

first martyr, Stephen, to whom the Lord Jesus also appeared, 
moments before his death by stoning.  ñI see heaven openò, he 
said, ñand the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
Godò (Acts 7:56).  These two remembrances should be with us 
as we celebrate Christmas, and with them the remembrances of  
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our brothers and sisters in some parts of the world for whom 
martyrdom will be a reality.  May Stephenôs vision inspire us all 
this Christmas. 
 

George Orjih is but one of many Christians around the world who 
have been singled out for death this year because they bear the 
Name of Christ. 
 

Let us honour them and thank God for their inspirational example 
of courage and love for the Lord. 
 
 

Dr Patrick Sookhdeo  
(International Director of  

Barnabus Fund)  
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DIARY OF EVENTS 
December 2009  
 
  1

st
   Tues  7.15 pm Prayer Meeting at the 

Rock ñChristians for Bedwasò 
 

   2
nd

   Wed 6.30 pm Christmas Tea and Carol Service 
 

   6
th
  Sun 11.00 am Family Church with Pastor 

    6.00 pm Celebration Service with Pastor 
 

  9
th
 Wed   2.15 pm Carol Service at the Parklands Nursing 

Home 
  

13
th
 Sun 11.00 am Nativity Play with the children from 

Whizzkidz 
    6.00 pm Suffering Christians around the world 

at Christmas 
 

16
th
 Wed   4.00 pm Ladiesô Fellowship Christmas Tea.   

The speaker is Shirley Bloor. 
 

17
th
 Thurs    6.30 pm Carol Singing to housebound members 

of the Church.   Afterwards there will 
be hot chocolate and mince pies at Ed 
and Angelaôs home. 

 

20
th
 Sun 11.00 am Family Church Christmas Service 

    6.00 pm Candlelight Service 
 
25

th
 Fri 10.00 am Christmas Morning Service 

 

27
th
 Sun 11.00 am Family Church Service with Shirley 

Bloor 
    6.00 pm Celebration Service with Gill Edwards 
 
31

st
 Thurs    8.00 pm  Social evening and buffet 

  11.30 pm Watchnight Service 
 

January 2010  
 
  

 3
rd

 Sun 11.00 am Family Church with Pastor 
    6.00 pm Celebration Service with Pastor 
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  5
th
    Tues    7.15 pm Prayer Meeting at the Rock 

   ñChristians for Bedwasò 
 

  7
th
 Thurs    7.15 pm Bible Study in the Rock.  The study is on 

Ephesians 
 

10
th
 Sun 11.00 am Family Church with Roger Crookes 

    6.00 pm Celebration Service with Pastor 
 

13
th
 Wed   7.00 pm Fellowship Night ï ñWinter Warmer 

Eveningò 
    

17
th
 Sun 11.00 am Family Church with Pastor 

    6.00 pm Celebration Service with Pastor 
 

23
rd

 Sat   9.00 am Menôs Breakfast.   Speaker to be 
announced. 

   Breakfast will be served at 9.15 am. 
 

24
th
 Sun 11.00 am Family Church with Pastor 

    6.00 pm Celebration Service with Pastor 
 

31
st
 Sun 11.00 am Family Church.   Speaker to be 

announced. 
    6.00 pm Celebration Service.   Speaker to be 

announced. 
February 2010  
 

  2
nd

     Tues    7.15 pm Prayer Meeting at the Rock 
   ñChristians for Bedwasò 
 
  4

th
   Thurs    7.15 pm Bible Study in the Rock.  The study is on 

Ephesians. 

 

   7
th
  Sun 11.00 am Family Church.  The speaker is John 

Reynard from Cheddar Valley Community 
Church. 

 

    6.00 pm Celebration Service.   The speaker is 
John Reynard from Cheddar 
Valley Community Church. 

 
10

th
 Wed   7.00 pm Fellowship Night 
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14
th
 Sun 11.00 am Family Church with Gill Edwards 

    6.00 pm Celebration Service.    Speaker to be 
announced. 

 
21

st
 Sun 11.00 am Family Church.   Speaker to be 

announced. 
    6.00 pm Celebration Service.   Speaker to be 

announced. 
 
28

th
 Sun 11.00 am Family Church with Pastor 

    6.00 pm Celebration Service with Pastor 
 

Please, please, please support the magazine - although 
there is no cost for this magazine, we have to pay for the 
paper, the covers, the photocopying amongst other things 
which amounts to approx £75 per quarter.  We would 
appreciate it if you could possibly help cover this by giving a 
donation to either Jeannette, Janet, Eira, Pat or Hilda for 
your magazine.  Many thanks. 

Bethel Baptist Church  
Church Street  

Bedwas, Caerphilly  CF83 8ED  
Tel:  029 20 862074  

 

E-mail: bethelbedwas@btconnect.com  
Website:  www.bethelbaptistbedwas.org.uk  


