Pastorbdés Message

Recently, while | was pondering in my office, my thoughts went to
those who once were on fire for God but somewhere on the journey
of life have cooled off and we no longer see them. Others are still
running the Christian race with all the energy they have and are truly
inspiring and encouraging.

Onthe5"of June this year | 6ve been Pastor
which 23 have been full-time. It is a time of much reflection and

assessment . We al |l |l earn |l essons from o
exception (1 6m not saying which mistakes)
when | should have been more zeal ous and
grace |1 oOm stild]l running the race and ther
There are many dreams and hopes yet to be fulfilled but | see

thereds more time behind me now than in
stoke the fire in me ités so easy for th
days. We need to press on and press in.

The process involved in directing our lives is often slow, confusing

and even painful. Occasionally it seems
easy option is to give up as some do and run away from it all

including God.

Jonah found it hard to walk Godés path ar
bigoted, stubborn, openly rebellious and spiritually insensitive. Most
prophets ran TO the Lord. Jonahran FEROMt he Lor d. Jonah did
want to do Godds wor k, he was as mot i v
tortoise.

Jonah went the wrongwayi f r om God and Godés wor k.

west and God wanted him to go east. It was only in catastrophe, in

the digestive tract of the fish, he got his head together. There in the

mess, he started again. Far from God bu
the mess he yelled for mercy and help. Jonah turned the corner.

Jonah had to admit where he was before he
moved on.




Maybe these people who we dondét see in CI
are like Jonah 1 running away from God for whatever reason.

Maybe some feel swallowed alive by circumstances, feeling

oppressed, guilty, confused, over used, burned out and forgotten.

Maybe the Church has pushed them away.

wha't God says il wi || make up to you for
has eateno. He wel comes the prodigals
them.

God is a dab hand at making something useful and beautiful out of
something tired, broken and confused. Show God your hurts and
let Him heal you.

We are all on the journey. Join us at Bethel and run the race with
us, weoll encourage you to keep running.

| want to run the race until my last breath but sometimes | need that
focus on God to be a bit more definite so let us spur one another on
till we cross the finishing line.

Pastor

: THE VISION
1
1

1 To be a strong, loving, united, mature, prayerful, s

'wor shipping Church, grouhded in G
! the fruit and gifts of the Holy Spirit are in evidence and !

1to be a healing community.  To reach out to the

' locality and the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ |
! in the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Exhibition Celebrating 10 Years

January 22" 2001 i can you remember where
you were, what you were doing?

It was on this day that The Rock opened its
doors for the first time! 10 years on we have
marked the anniversary by holding an
exhibition. Photos showing the building going
through its transformation have been shown,
alongside world maps pinpointing where the
visitors to the flat have come from (places
include USA, Russia, Israel, Brazil, and of
course, all over Britain). Photographs of
volunteers and customers, past and present
generated a lot of chat T and laughter and
some lovely memories. We found old
newspaper cuttings from the Campaign who
featured us when we first bought the property
and again when we opened.

But by far, the most wonderful part of the

exhibition, was the testimonies written by some

of our visitors. People were invited to become

part of the exhibition, by leaving a favourite

Rock memory written down for others to read.

Below are two of those testimonies.

il was here and | had terrible chest
prayed for me and it went instantly. The pain had

been so bad | was in tears and thought | may need

hospital treatment. o
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AThree weeks after having a quintupl
visited The Rock and felt the touch of Jesus for the

first ti me. |t was l i ke recei ving
warmest and biggest hug. The Rock led me to

know Jesus and it will always hold a very special

place in my heart. o

A lot of hard work goes into The Rock and
these sorts of stories make it all worthwhile.

Thank you to everyone, past and present that
have put so much into making the Rock a
success over the last ten years. God has been
incredibly gracious to us through the years and
we have seen many wonderful things happen
and met many wonderful people. Our
customers have become our friends and our
volunteers have a familiar bond. We look
forward with anticipation to the next ten years.

(It was very exciting during the exhibition to be
able to add an update. We had our food
hygiene inspection and scored a 5 1 the top
mark!!)

THE ROCK X
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New Clause 1 of the Protection of Freedom Bill

The Christian Institute advised us that in the House of Commons
there is a growing momentum behind the campaign to protect
freedom of speech by making a crucial change to public order laws.
A number of MPs across the political parties, have co-signed an
amendment to remove fAinsultingo
of Section 5 of the Public Order Act.

We are all aware that there has been wide-spread public concern
about restrictions on free speech. A number of fellow Christians
have been arrested and prosecuted simply for upholding traditional
Christian views.

| wrote a letter to our MP, Wayne David, requesting him to vote for
the new Clause 1 of the Protection of Freedom Bill which was to be
taken at the end of June. The letter is as below:-

ADear Mr Davi d

New Clause 1 of the Protection of Freedoms Bill

| understand that MPs from across the political parties have co-

words or

signed an amendment to remove fAinsultingo

the scope of Section 5 of the Public Order Act and a vote will be
expected during June.

As my MP, | am writing to ask you to vote for the New Clause 1 of
the Protection of Freedoms BiIll.

I do not believe that Ainsultingd words
criminal offence. Section 5 of the Public Order Act needs amending

as there is widespread concern about free speech and the misuse of

this law.

The prosecution of Ben and Sharon Vogelenzang from Liverpool for

Aof fendingd a Muslim during a debate abou

problem in the system. Saying what you believe should surely not
be a crime. Section 5 can far too easily be used to censor debate.
Debate and discussion lie at the heart of our democratic freedoms.



Further guidance to police offi
shoul dnot be able to settle a
telephoning the police because there are several notable cases
where that is exactly what has happened and costs the taxpayers a
lot of money.

Please defend free speech and discussion by supporting the
amendment.

Thank you for your consideratio

| have now received a reply dated 14™ June which is as follows:-

nDear Pastor Edwar ds

Re: New Clause 1 of the Protection of Freedoms Bill
Thank you for your recent letter concerning the above.

You ask if I would give support to the amendment when the BiIll
comes to the Report Stage in the House of Commons. | assure you
that | will give very careful consideration to your request. I
understand the arguments in favour of such an amendment and |
have some sympathy with that argument. Obviously, the definition
of terms is a complex issue and there are important legal issues to
take into account.

| thank you for writing.
Yours sincerely,

Wayne David
MP for Caerphillyo

I will monitor the situation and advise everyone of the result of the
vote and whether our MP supported the amendment.

28th June 201108 | recently contacted the Christian Institute who
confirmed the vote has not yet taken place. It is hoped it will be
before the summer recess.
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News from Open Doors June 2011
The Persecuted Church Through Advocacy and Prayer

Persecuted Christians live with the reality of imprisonment, violence
and intimidation. For men i husbands, fathers, brothers 7 this is
especially hard. In 2010 Open Doors helped by providing legal
advice, encouragement and practical support. They helped them to
fight for justice and stood beside them to let them know they had not
been forgotten.

In Kano State, Nigeria, four men were arrested. Their crime? They
were trying to build a church.

Danazumi Ado, Ummanu Ado, Aminu Barau and Talatu Bala were
tried in a Sharia court for constructing a church without permission.
(But in this Muslim state permission is rarely granted.)

Although the verdict was upheld, the men were allowed to go free i
providing that they stopped all church building.

Open Doors appointed a lawyer to get the case out of the Islamic
court system and into conventional courts. But the four men were
then accused of breaking the peace in Kano because they had put
up a temporary structure. They were called to a meeting with the
Emir of Kano state and faced possible imprisonment.

A large crowd of about 50 influential Muslim leaders gathered at the

Emir 6s pal ace along with the accused an:i
leaders. The atmosphere was tense, intimidating. Much to their

surprise, however, the Emir said he had no intention of keeping them

from constructing a church, but that they needed to get official

permission to erect the building. He asked them to report back to

him, should the permission be denied.

During the case the men were strengthened by the eight
kilogrammes of letters from Christians around the world, delivered

through Open Door s. A feel |l i ke danci
The love of Christ is great! | never thought someone from this far
away wi || | ove me! 0O said Danazumi Ado.

encouraged in knowing that we will stand firm in Christ, no matter



what pressure will come our way. They have given us a vaccine
against persecution. o

It was a great outcome. But things are still tense. In May 2010
Muslim youths broke down the temporary structure the Christians
had put up. And the lawyer representing them has faced threats
from those offended by his assistance to the believers.

Open Doors in action:

Events i n Kano Nigeria shows the i mport
advocacy and prayer work. In 2010, thousands of Christians were

helped through prayer, letter writing, legal support i whatever it took

to defend the vulnerable and give the voiceless a voice.

o 428,856 people from over 70 different countries signed the
Open Doors Right to Believe petition urging the United
Nations to say YES to Religious Liberty and NO to the
Defamation of Religions Resolution.

e Over 6,000 people took action in the UK to raise the
awareness of their MPs regarding the Defamation of
Religious Resolution.

e Over 3,900 people wrote to Pakistanos
London following the assassinations of Minorities Minister
Shahbaz Bhatti and Punjab Governor Salman Taseer,
offering prayerful support and asking that protection be given
to the Christian minority.

Walk with them Campaign
151,854 supporters in the UK and Ireland added their signatures to
the Right to Believe petition, calling for an end to the Defamation of

Religious Resolution.

Your signatures on Bethelds petition hel
Thank you .



AWe are so delighted that Open
which few others are, and enabling ordinary Christians to provide a
measure of support. o

You can find out more at:- www.opendoorsuk.org/campaign

Libyan Christians under pressure as chaos spreads

After the uprising in Egypt, Libya has been plunged into chaos as
rebel forces try to oust Colonel Gaddafi from power.

We donoét yet know what ef fect
indigenous church, but in the current volatile situation, everything
t hat is odifferentd i s a cause
scared of what could happen to them.

Fears are also being expressed by the larger expat church made up
of mainly African believers who are worried for their safety on two
counts: for being believers and for being black Africans.

Al ot i s much worse than what yo
Doors contact in the country.

safety and protection anymore. Please pray for Libya and for the
Christians ... Pray the almost impossible prayer that Gaddafi will
come to his senses and that peace can be restored. Christians are
afraid it wildl become civil war

Please pray:-

e For an end to the violence and that peace will be restored

e For the safety of indigenous believers and foreign Christians
Open Doors
Open Doors sponsors radio programmes broadcast into North Africa

T one of the few ways of getting the Christian message into places
like Libya.
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News from Tearfund
Independent South Sudan faces challenges

I n two months6é6 time, Africa should see ¢t}
following the decision of South Sudan to separate from the north.

The move comes after a referendum in January resulted in an

overwhelming 99 per cent vote in favour of independence.

The referendum took place under the terms of the 2005
Comprehensive Peace Agreement, which ended two decades of civil
war between north and south.

The new South Sudan state is due to come into existence on the 9™
of July. Big challenges await the new government, which will
preside over a country with little infrastructure in terms of schools,
health facilities and roads.

Another pressure will be a big influx of returnees from North Sudan
who are coming to start a new life in the south. Tearfund which has
a long association with Sudan, is looking to step up its work to help
the returnees.

Webdbve been working in the south since 199
improve water and sanitation and food security. And to promote
health. More than 500,000 people are being assisted. Tearfund
has been operating i n -wed,rsihce 2004, i n Sudanos
providing water, sanitation, nutritional support and health education.

Thank you for your prayers during the referendum, which passed off
relatively peacefully. Please pray for the challenges which lie ahead
for Sudanese people in the north and south.

Egypt unrest update

The work of Tearfund partners in Egypt is returning to stability after
the unrest which | ed to the countryds pre

Insecurity during demonstrations against former leader Hosni
Mubar ak hi ndered our partnersé6é work tem
those supporting refugees from Ethiopia and Sudan inside Egypt.

As a Church we are committed to supporting Tearfund.
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Mends Breakfast

The men's breakfast on Saturday 16 April saw a great turn out of
men, which started with a reading and prayer followed by a fantastic
cooked breakfast. Many thanks to everyone behind the scenes for
the shopping and cooking. As with so many things in life it's the
hidden efforts which keep these initiatives going.

Roger Crookes was our speaker who, as always, gave a fresh and
enthusiastic message. The men were divided into groups and were
asked questions about who we respected and followed in life and
who we would like to emulate. Not surprisingly 90% of us (being
honest) chose people who were successful and who had 'made it' in
this world. But where did they, and us, sit with Jesus and God? If
ever there was a true hero with real talent and majesty it had to be
Jesus. Nobody has ever or will be able to repeat his miracles or give
to this world all that he did. So deep down, whom do we really want
to be like?

The great news is that we can be like Jesus and we can start today.
But be prepared - because once Jesus enters your life through your
invitation he will do great things with you and at last you will find the
real hero that is within you!

The next Mends Br eak™alsat9.00am. oThe Sat ur day

speaker will be Chris Palmer.
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Goddés Sovereignty and Me

1. Conditions are always changing, so | must not be dependent
on them.

2. What matters above all else is my relationship to God.

3. God is concerned about me and all that happens to me. He
knows about it and has allowed it.

4. Godos wi ll iI's a great mystery, but I
allows is necessary and for my very best in His eyes.

5. Every sitwuation is an unfolding of S O
love and goodness.

6. | mu s t view all t hat comes my way as
perfecting my soul and bring me to final perfection.

7. Whatever my conditions are at this moment, they are only
temporary and can never rob me of all that | have now or will
ultimately have in Christ.

Dr Martyn Lloyd -Jones

o |
e aE, g

a A&  Bethel Baptist Church Bedwas "ﬁ
19!!7.’;:)

' OA Barbec

will be held on
Wednesday 14th September at 6.30 pm

Venue: The garden area of The Rock, 1 Church Street, Bedwas
Cost: £3.00
Tickets can be purchased from either Bethel Bedwas or the Rock
from mid August

If it is raining the Barbecu&wnl be held indoars
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Things the children like about
OWhi zzkidzé

Whizzkidz is fun, loud and crazy, organised chaos

from start to end, but what a great time we have

praising Jesus and singing songs, making new

friends, playing games, eating biscuits, drinking juice

_ and i f, (its a dAbig i1 fo), we ar e
~ sweet s! AYi ppeed and thatodés the
children....only joking!

The children are full of boisterous energy but oh, what a pleasure
they are when they are praying and singing about Jesus. What a
blessing. Amen

Here are just a few comments from some of the children about what
Whizzkidz is to them.

ol |l i ke Club, | | i ke Jesyso
Amy
ol |i ke praise Jesus and God!! An
Teachersbd
Madison
oI | i ke coluering and praceing Jesu

listening to storys and | like it when Jesus hers us.

Jesus is by the sighd of you. | like playing games and

jumping and skiping and running and playing with

skiping ropes and playing with my f
Seren
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| like when we have drinks and biskates
| like reading about jesus
| like playing games
| like singing
| like doing pictures of Jesus
| like the Adults
| like running around like a loonetik
| like Friday Club
| like praying to God and Jesus
| like the peeanoa
| like doing chorck

Liam
ol I'i ke having drinks and biscuit:
teachersbd
Katie
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Serving God inthe
Community =

10 YEARS 10 YEARS

Cel ebrating TEN y
faithfulness and goodness

During June and early July we held an
exhibition of various items, quotes, photos
of people involved in the Rock over these
last 10 years.

We are rejoicing i n
blessing in the Rock. Many wonderful
friendships have been formed and its been
a joy to serve the wider Church over the
last decade.

Our vision is to continually expand the
Rockés ministry and
the Name of the Lord Jesus.

=
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asked a few people Awhy do t hey
are some replies

Some just laughed!! I meh
raucous | aughter!!

asked God what | could do to serve
Him and as | caught the vision of
the Rock | ended up serving God in
t he Rocko Wa s |
cooking, serving, befriending,

listening. | found my role and
\Qscovered a who¥e | ot about Godds

~ ™

Because i1itodos what God || aid
on my heart. | believe

whol eheartedly |in t

vision and ministry. | want

to be a blessing through

N
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/Um, yawn, Um, ,\Ok...pau,

finished in a place where | was
very unhappy and came to work
with people who cared and
supported me. My rol e
front or big but God can use you

_

AfBecause ||0Om doing
it all for Jesus and
this is often sung ....
i ncessant]l y!!l o
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kingdom where |

| asked at the end of the day,

and pauseso
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SUMMER / AUTUMN EVENTS AT THE ROCK

SUMMER TEA
IN THE GARDEN AT THE ROCK

WEDNESDAY 27TH JULY 2011

- \-//:’v
AT 3.00 PM HED)
,,%i\(‘l‘i";g <‘V§; 5 oj
W, S
BARBECUE

IN THE ROCK GARDEN

WEDNESDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 2011

AT 6.30PM
e |

TICKETS £3.00 =

-

NB. Both events held inside if raining. Tickets on sale at

18
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OFFICERS IN THE CHURCH

Pastor : : Mr Michael Edwards

Elders: : Mr Peter Whitefoot
: Mr John Sweetland

Deacon/Deaconesses :

Administrator : Miss Jeannette Carter
Treasurer : Mr Alan Palmer
: Mr Edward Marshall
Mrs Shirley Bloor
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AiBall ad of 990 i

Ernie and the farme:rﬁs wi f e,

Sat side by side on the seat, i

He, with his acoustic guitar,
She, tapping her feet
The music rang out loud and clear

Her joy was plain to see

The notes were cascading all around

But the cats did not agree.

Ernie Marshall
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